
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Terra Nova School 

Admissions Policy 

 

Introduction 

● The Governing Body of Terra Nova School (‘The School’) applies its           

regulations concerning admissions fairly and equally to all those who wish to            

attend the School.  

● The School recognises the DfE framework for School admissions introduced in           

September 2000 but is not bound to conform to the terms of the framework. 

● Terra Nova School provides education for boys and girls (‘Pupils’) aged 2.5 to             

13 years of age.  

● Pupils can enter the School in the term that they become 2.5 years of age.  

● The admission of a pupil may take place at any time during the year. 

 

General  

● Terra Nova School is a mainstream, day school for boys and girls aged 2.5              

-13 years. The School has a Christian ethos but welcomes staff and children             

from many different ethnic groups, backgrounds and creeds. Pupils are          

required to respect human rights and freedoms and uphold the values of            

British society. We fully support the general principles as detailed in Part 3 of              

the Children and Families Act 2014 and the SEN and Disability Code of             

Practice, 0-25 years 2014 (SEND Code 2014) and the Equality Act, 2010.  

● All applications will be treated on merit and in a sensitive manner. 

 

Procedure for Entry to Terra Nova School 

● The School publishes full details of the opportunities that it provides, on its             

Website (www.tnschool.co.uk) and in prospectuses.  

● The School also publishes a schedule of fees and charges on its Website and              

in an Admissions booklet. (Further details may be accessed through          

application to the Bursar).  

● All applications for admission must be made using the Registration Form,           

which can be found online or requested from admissions@tnschool.co.uk.  

● On completion of the Registration Form and payment of the non-refundable           

Registration Fee of £75 a child’s name is formally registered for entry in             

the School. 

● Provided that a pupil satisfies the criteria for entry and a place is available,              

the Headmaster will send a letter offering a place at the School. This offer              

will be accompanied by an Acceptance Form and the full Standard Terms            

and Conditions. This form should be completed and returned to the School            

with payment of the non-refundable Surety Fee of £500, which secures the            

child’s place within the School.  

● Pupils entering Nursery are expected to build up sessions each term           
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throughout the child’s first year at the school. Thereafter, they should attend            

full time, although this can be discussed with the Headmaster and the Head             

of EYFS.  In all other year groups full time attendance is required. 

 

Criteria for Admission 

● The School aims to have Two Forms in each year group, with a maximum              

class size of 20 pupils per Form.  

● If a year group is full then a pupil may be placed on a Waiting List for                 

Entry. Where there is a case of oversubscription, places are allocated at the             

Headmaster’s discretion and will take into account the following factors: 

▪ A sibling already in the School 

▪ A family is moving into the area with more than one child that wishes              

to attend the School 

▪ Parents are ex-pupils of Terra Nova School 

▪ Pupils have exceptional personal / domestic circumstances 

▪ Pupil’s performance in entrance assessments 

● Parents are required to declare in advance of entry any circumstances that            

may affect the admission of their child (these may include family           

circumstances, special educational needs, physical or emotional impairment        

or any disabilities). 

 

Criteria for Entry 

● All pupils from Year 1 and above will be informally assessed to establish a              

child’s suitability to access the School’s curriculum.  

● Copies of the last two school reports will be required as part of the              

admissons process. 

● The assessment may take the form of appropriate literacy and numeracy           

tests and possibly cognitive ability tests and is dependent on age and specific             

needs. 

● A satisfactory confidential teacher comment report will also be required from           

a pupil’s existing school.  

● Parents are obliged to declare fully any diagnosed or suspected special           

educational needs or disability. Where this is the case, an assessment will be             

made by the SENCO and a recommendation passed to the Headmaster.  

 

Admission Appeals  

● If the School does not offer a place to a pupil because in the opinion of the                 

Headmaster it would not be in the best interests of the School or in the best                

interests of the applicant, the parents have the right to appeal against a             

decision to refuse entry. They can do so by applying to the Governors of              

Terra Nova School who will convene an Appeals Panel to consider the            

appeal. 

● The Appeals Panel decision is binding for all parties concerned. If the Appeals             

Panel decides that the School should accept a pupil then the School would do              

all that it can to provide the best education possible. Annual reviews will take              

place to ensure that the best interests of the School and child continue to be               

met. 

● The School aims to encourage applications from candidates with as diverse a            

range of backgrounds as possible. This enriches our community and is vital in            

preparing our pupils for today's world. Bursaries are offered in order to make             

it possible for as many pupils as possible who meet the School's admission             
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criteria to attend the School. 

● The School is committed to equal treatment for all, regardless of a            

candidate's gender, race, ethnicity, religion, disability, sexual orientation or         

social background.  The School's provision for bursaries is described below. 

 

Special Educational Needs & Disabilities 

● The school welcomes pupils with special educational needs or disabilities if it            

is confident it can support them within the school’s resources taking into            

account ‘reasonable’ adjustments.  

● The School welcomes pupils with special educational needs provided that its           

learning support department can offer them the support that they          

require. Currrently, this largley relates to specific learning difficulties such as          

dyslexia, dyscalculia, dyspraxia, autistic spectrum disorders, speech &        

language issues as well as medical conditions.  

● The School welcomes pupils with disabilities provided that our site can           

accommodate them. However, we strongly advise parents of children with         

special educational needs or disabilities to discuss their child's requirements          

with the School before they attend a taster day and sit any assessment, so              

that the School can make adequate provision for them. Parents should           

provide a copy of any professional reports relating to the pupil (for example,             

educational psychologist's report, Speech & Language Therapy reports,        

medical reports) if they have them. 

The School will discuss thoroughly with parents and their medical advisors           

the adjustments that can reasonably be made for the child if he/she becomes             

a pupil at the School. 

 

Bursaries 

● The School does offer some means-tested awards to pupils entering the           

School, where the parents have indicated to the Headmaster that they           

require financial support. 

● Bursaries are means-tested in accordance with the criteria, available from          

the Bursar. Both parents are required to provide proof of their income and            

assets.  

● The level of support varies according to parental need; but can extend to full              

fee remission in cases of proven need. Before the offer of a bursary is             

confirmed, the Bursar may visit the family at their home.  

● Bursaries are always offered for 12 months at a time. The family is required              

to provide fresh information about its circumstances for every year that their            

child attends the School. Levels of support may vary with fluctuations in           

income.  

 

Fluency in English 

● In order to cope with the academic and social demands of the School, pupils              

should ideally be fluent English speakers. 

● Tuition in English as an Additional Language (EAL) can be arranged at the             

parent's expense. 

 

Religious Beliefs 

● Although the School has a Christian foundation, it does not select for entry             

on the basis of religious belief, and it offers the opportunity for all religions to               

practise their own faith. Families should discuss any specific issues or needs            
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with the Headmaster. 
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